Official Program for College Students

2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

Adoption Network Cleveland
recognizes adoption as a complex, lifelong and
intergenerational journey for all those whose lives
are touched by it. Founded in 1988, Adoption
Network Cleveland has gained a national
reputation but still has a grass-roots approach.
Our mission is to connect and empower individuals,
organizations and communities impacted by
adoption and foster care, and provide a source
of healing for those in need.
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Adoption is a lifelong journey.
“VVe are Viore every step 05 1 way
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Are you a student interested in
becoming a doctor, psychologist,
soctal worker, lawyer, teacher or any

other helping professional?

Are you a student who is interested in

learning more about adoption issues?

The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute in New York City reports that “about 60% of Americans
have a personal connection to adoption.” Adoption is a lifelong journey and not a onetime legal event.
There are ongoing issues that those outside the adoption community may not realize.

Whether touched by adoption directly or pursuing a career in a helping profession, tthere is likely to be
a time in your life when being educated about adoption from many perspectives will be useful.

Adoption Network Cleveland, a non-profit organization that offers support, education and advocacy, is
now launching a Scholars Program that is open to all college students. All participants who fulfill the
requirements will receive an official Adoption Network Cleveland Scholars Program Certificate at the end
of the program.

This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience where you will be able to expand your personal and professional
skill set by learning more about the journey of adoption. From a variety of perspectives, which includes
birthparents, adult adoptees, adoptive parents as well as prospective

adoptive parents, you will learn the meaning of adoption through

personal stories, workshops and meetings. In the end you will get a

comprehensive understanding of the mission and services provided by ' ’ '
Adoption Network Cleveland, a full understanding of the importance

of a supportive adoption community, and a certificate will be awarded /“ “ “

to you when the program is completed.

Adoption Network Cleveland would like to recognize
students who want to take learning about adoption

to the next level. | ADOPTION
Are you ready? Have questions? N ETWORI<

To register for this program, please contact

Scholars Program Coordinator Linda Bellini Adoption is a lifelong iourne
at Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org P &l Y
or call her directly at (216) 482-2323. WVE wre Fone w%%éz‘e/aaéz‘%@a%
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Registration deadline: Friday, October, 14, 2011.
Program Goals:

To create an experiential learning program that promotes active learning and allows students
to develop a deeper understanding of adoption issues.

To foster connections between students at local colleges and universities and members of the Adoption
Network Cleveland community.

To create mutually beneficial opportunities for student scholars to engage in meaningful General Support
and Discussion Meetings with adoptees, birthparents, adoptive parents and prospective adoptive parents.

To recognize students who take learning about adoption to the next level.

Program Requirements:

Be a registered student at an accredited college or university.
Become a member of Adoption Network Cleveland at the student rate which includes program fee.
Attend a minimum of two General Support and Discussion Meetings by April 2012.

Attend a workshop for prospective adoptive parents Adoption 101: Where Do | Begin? Attend
Adoption Network Cleveland’s Annual Meeting with Keynote Presenter Lyman Legters of Casey
Family Programs.

Choose one other event or program between October 2011 and April 2012, coordinated by
Adoption Network Cleveland, that catches your interest. A menu of options will be provided.

Write a one-page reflection essay. More details on next page
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Details of the Program Requirements:

Become a Member of Adoption Network Cleveland
Adoption Network Cleveland is a unique non-profit organization nationally recognized for its innovative support, education and
advocacy for anyone connected to adoption. Founded by an adoptee, Adoption Network Cleveland strengthens our community by:

finding families for youth, helping prospective and adoptive families, supporting adult adoptees and birthfamilies and being a
resource in the community.

The student membership fee is $25 and it covers the cost of the Scholars Program fee. In addition to regular
membership perks, such receiving the bi-monthly newsletter, Student Scholar members are able to receive educational
privileges, such as having access to our most popular select programs such as Adoption 101 at no cost.

Attend Two General Support and Discussion Meetings

The General Support & Discussion Meetings consist of adult adoptees, adoptive parents, birthparents, prospective adoptive parents
and anyone interested in lifelong adoption tssues.

Adoption Network Cleveland offers General Support and Discussion Meetings once a month at four locations throughout
northeast Ohio, from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Each meeting is free and open to the public. Attend two meetings by April 2012.

ROCKY RIVER ¢ First Thursday ¢ West Shore Unitarian Church, 20401 Hilliard Drive, near 1-90 Hilliard exit

SUMMIT COUNTY e Second Wednesday © Akron General Health & Wellness Center, 4125 Medina Rd., Akron, on Rt. 18, just west of I-77
HEIGHTS e Third Thursday ¢ Church of the Saviour, 2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights

LAKE COUNTY e Last Tuesday ° Deepwood North Apts. Rental Office, 8100 Deepwood Blvd., Mentor

Attend Adoption 101: Where Do | Begin?

This workshop gives prospective adoptive parents an overview of how to get started in the adoption process and focuses on domestic,
international and public and private agency adoptions.

Students must attend the November Adoption 101 Workshop. Admission is FREE for Student Scholars — regular
workshop price is $20 for members and $30 for non-members.

Date / Time: Saturday, November 12, 2011 / 9:00 am to 1:00 pm ) o
Location: Adoption Network Cleveland, 4614 Prospect Avenue, Suite 550. Free parking all around building.
RSVP: by November 4, 2011 to Linda Bellini at Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org or (216) 482-2323

Attend Adoption Network Cleveland’s Annual Meeting 2011
Every November Adoption Network Cleveland members, donors and friends are invited to come to the Annual Meeting to hear a
presentation from an expert about a current topic in the adoption and foster care community. The Chair of the Board of Trustees and
Executive Director, Betsie Norris, will also share the past year's accomplishments and discuss plans for the coming year. Keynote
Address by Lyman Legters, Director of Community Operations, Casey Family Programs, who has been working with children, youth

and families for over twenty-five years. Eliminating disproportionality and disparities for children of color has been a particular focus
during his tenure at Casey Family Programs in Seattle.

Date / Time: Wednesday, November 2, 2011 / 5:30 to 7:30 pm

Location: Trinity Cathedral, Cathedral Hall, 2230 Euclid Avenue. Free parking at Prospect Entrance
RSVP: by October 31, 2011 to Linda Bellini at Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org or (216) 482-2323

Attend One Topic of Interest Learning Experience
Out of a menu of options, students must attend one other program (which can include attending another General Meeting).
Whether it is a lecture, workshop, or an event, students must attend one program that is coordinated by Adoption Network

Cleveland. A complete menu of options will be listed on the Program Calendar which will be distributed at the Adoption 101
workshop.

Write a Final Reflection Essay

Reflection about the meaning and value of adoption in the community is an important component of the Adoption Network

Cleveland Scholars Program. All students participating in the program are required to write a one-page Final Reflection Essay
about their experience and what they have learned.
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Student Checklist:

E-mail Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org or call at (216) 482-2323 to register for the Adoption Network Cleveland
Scholars Program by October 14, 2011 and get further information about the program.

Become a student member of Adoption Network Cleveland for $25. Join online at www.AdoptionNetwork.org.

Attend the Adoption 101 Workshop on Saturday, November 12, 2011, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at Adoption Network
Cleveland. RSVP to Linda Bellini at (216) 482-2323 by Friday, November 4th. Bring your Signature Flowchart with you.

Attend a General Support and Discussion Meeting nearest you. Make sure you take your Signature Flowchart with you.
After the meeting, ask for the facilitator’s signature.

Attend a second General Support and Discussion Meeting of your choosing by April 2012. Make sure you take your Signature
Flowchart with you again. After the meeting, ask for the facilitator’s signature.

Attend the Adoption Network Cleveland Annual Meeting 2011 on November 2, 2011, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. Call Linda
Bellini to register at least a day in advance. Make sure you meet with Linda Bellini or any staff member afterward to get
a signature for proof of attendance.

Look at the Program Calendar and choose one other event or program that interests you. This will count as your topic of
interest learning experience. Please make sure to bring with you your Signature Flowchart and get it signed by the facilitator
or staff member of the program or event that you choose to attend. *Important: Please make sure to RSVP to Linda Bellini
at least 24 hours ahead of time that you will be attending.

Write a one-page, double-spaced Final Reflection Essay on the meaning and value of the program. What did you learn?
How did this program impact you? Please send your essay to Linda Bellini by e-mailing Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org.

Attend the Adoption Network Cleveland Scholars Program Reception.
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Flow Chart:

Scholars Program Registation
Send to Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org by October 14, 2011

Membership

Registration

$25 Student Membership Fee
Join online at: www.AdoptionNetwork.org

Register,
Attend,

Signature

Adoption 101: Where Do | Begin — Saturday, November 12
Register through Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org

Signature of facilitator: B o

Attend,
Signature

FIRST General Support and Discussion Meeting
No registration or RSVP needed.

Location: Date: Signature of facilitator:

SECOND General Support and Discussion Meeting
No registration or RSVP needed.

Location: Date: Signature of facilitator:

Adoption Network Cleveland Annual Meeting — Wednesday, November 2
Register through Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org

Linda Bellini Signature: B B

Register,
Attend,

Signature

Topic of Interest Learning Experience
Register through Linda.Bellini@AdoptionNetwork.org (unless attending a third General Meeting.)

Program Event: Date:

Signature of facilitator: .
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Registration:

Full Name: -

Address: -

E-mail: o

Cell phone #: -

Date of Birth: -

College/University: -

Expected Year of Graduation:

Major: -

Connection to Adoption (If you have one):

Why are you interested in this program?
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