VOLUNTEERING AT ADOPTION NETWORK CLEVELAND

Historically, volunteers have provided over 2,000 hours of work to Adoption Network Cleveland each year -- the equivalent of another full-time staff person! More importantly, volunteers bring a wide range of expertise, life experiences, and differing perspectives that immeasurably enriches the work that we do.

All prospective volunteers must:  
a) Fill out an Info & Interest Form 
b) Meet with an Adoption Network staff member 
c) Complete the required Volunteer Orientation 

For more info, or to request an Info & Interest Form, contact Robin Ott, Outreach Coordinator, at 

(216) 325-1000, Ext. 101 or email robin.ott@adoptionnetwork.org
Committee Volunteer Opportunities
All committee volunteers are expected to meet monthly (usually in the evening), actively participate in meetings and do some committee work on own time in-between meetings.

Fund Development 
Fund Development committee members help to develop fundraising strategies, plans and procedures, solicit gifts for fund development strategies such as annual campaign, major gift, special, and/or planned giving programs and involve other board members and volunteers in the cultivation and solicitation process.
Special Events 

A sub-committee of Fund Development, members of this committee plan and implement the organization’s major fundraising events. Volunteers assist with event research, soliciting auction items and raffle prizes, getting the word out about the event to the community and providing ideas and information throughout the planning process. 
Outreach Committee 
Members of the Outreach Committee help to develop marketing and communications plans and strategies to raise awareness about adoption/foster care issues and Adoption Network Cleveland in the community. The committee also ensures that communications are consistent and effective across the organization. 

Public Policy Commitee
The Public Policy Committee acts to effectuate changes in laws, agency regulations and societal attitudes governing adoptions. Members help to determine focus of advocacy, formulate “position statements”, and communicate Adoption Network Cleveland positions on public issues through releases to the media, and contact with legislators and organizations with influence and/or interest in issue areas.
Program Committee
Members of the Program Committee serve as a “review and sounding” board for Adoption Network Cleveland programs. Duties include reviewing program evaluations, annual program goals and progress reports and providing advice and support to generate new programs by creating an ad hoc task force to explore new program development as needed.
Finance Committee 
Members of the Finance Committee oversee, and provide recommendations to Board and staff on, the financial operations of the organization, including financial activity, the budgeting process, the audit, and investment performance.
Direct Service Opportunities
Direct Service volunteers work directly with individuals or families participating in Adoption Network Cleveland programs and services. 
Childcare/Activity Assistant

We need volunteers who love working with kids to facilitate activities and games with children and youth while adult guardians attend our evening and weekend programs. Volunteer must be over 18 years of age and be fingerprinted prior to service. (2-4 hrs once a week for a program series or monthly)

Events Assistant

Are you a party person? Love a crowd? Enjoy meeting new people? Then helping Adoption Network Cleveland as a Special Events Assistant is for you. These volunteers provide extra hands on the day of special events and programs, including the Creating Futures Benefit & Silent Auction, Lanes for Change bowling fundraiser, off-site programs, and the Annual Meeting. (2-6 hrs per event)

Search Assistant/Search Manager

Have you completed a search or have experience in genealogical research? Search Managers are volunteers who assist Adoption Network Cleveland staff with providing search assistance to out of town searchers. New volunteers take on specific tasks to develop experience before being assigned a search case of their own. (2-10 hrs a month)

Permanency Champion (mentor)
A Permanency Champion is a stable, mature adult mentor who advocates for a youth in foster care. As a Permanency Champion, we ask that you will: become a friend to a youth, provide support and encouragement to help them reach their goals, teach a youth valuable life skills, and expose them to fun and meaningful activities. This program has a different application/orientation process than other volunteer activities. For more information, contact Laura Morello at 216-325-1000.
Administrative/Indirect Service Opportunities
Administrative and In-direct Service volunteers work “behind the scenes” to enhance programs or provide additional support to a department.

Office Assistant

Like a variety of assignments? Are you detail oriented? What to keep your office skills sharp? We need you to assist staff with mailings, data entry, filing, phone calls, thank you letters, and other clerical tasks. Ability to use a PC and basic Microsoft software a plus. (2-4 hrs weekly/bi-weekly)

Outreach Team Member
Enjoy meeting people, public speaking and going to events about town? Individuals are needed to join our Outreach Team and reach out to the community to increase awareness about Adoption Network Cleveland programs and services. Team members may help by representing Adoption Network Cleveland at community events, speaking to local organizations and businesses and posting information on community message boards. Training and materials will be provided. (2-4 hrs a month)

Development Team Member
Are you creative and resourceful? Volunteers interested in helping to raise dollars and friends for Adoption Network Cleveland are invited to become a development team member and assist with a variety of fundraising and “friend”-raising campaigns and research potential donors. (2-4 hrs a month)
Baking Volunteer

Love to cook and bake and share it with others? We are always looking for volunteers to make and bring bakery in for programs, events, and volunteer days. Coordinator will call volunteer when needs arise or volunteer may be assigned to a program. (2-4 hrs a month)

Newsletter Columnist(s)

Do you like to write or have a story to share? Adoption Network Cleveland is always looking for volunteers who would like to regularly write articles, or submit poetry, for the newsletter. Some ideas include reviews of adoption/foster care related literature or websites, "Support Tips," or personal essays related to your feelings or adoption experience. 

